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7 Preschool Classroom Setup Tips Inspired by Supermarkets

Whether you’re the person who relishes a leisurely trip to the supermarket to fill your fridge each week or
the one who makes a mad dash to the store after work for last-minute dinners, I'll bet you have a favorite
place to grocery shop. But have you ever thought about why you like that store so much? There’s a
psychology behind every supermarket layout. And you can use that same psychology to influence your
preschool classroom setup to be more interesting, comfortable, and organized.

Consider these tips used by successful supermarkets (adapted from the HighScope book, Essentials of Ac-
tive Learning):

1. Stock your shelves. Preschoolers may get frustrated if they can’t find what they need in a classroom.
Imagine a bright-eyed 4-year-old who is excited to go to the art area to paint a picture of the blueberries
he just ate at snack time. But you’re out of blue paint. What happens next? Children’s plans are
interrupted when they do not have the materials they need. This may lead to less productive work times,
wandering, and impulsiveness rather than intentional outcomes.

2. Provide choices. Providing preschoolers options allows them to make choices about what materials
they want to include in their unique recipe for play. For example, a child who wants to build a castle may
want to construct it with LEGOs and wooden blocks, so both materials should be available to mix and
match for complex and creative learning.

3. Avoid traffic jams. Preschool classroom setups should encourage free movement too but also have well
-defined and labeled interest areas. That way, children may plot their own play courses and find relevant
materials. Spacious areas accommodate many children and promote cooperative play. When students
move easily between one area of the room to another, it doesn’t disrupt their friends’ playtime, and it
makes for a safer classroom with fewer bumps and bruises. It also helps kids explore and expand their play
by easily carrying materials from one area to another.

4. Label everything. Preschoolers, like grocery shoppers, should be able to find what they need when they
need it. When shelves and toy containers are labeled, children can more easily find, use, and return
materials on their own. That builds independence. Proper labeling is essential and using simple words,
drawings, photos, or real items as labels makes it easy for preschoolers at many developmental levels to
understand. And just like PB and jelly should be found in the same aisle, you should keep similar classroom
materials together

5. Let the sun shine in. Not only does good lighting in a grocery store make products more visible, it also
sets the mood. While we often need to rely on artificial lighting in classrooms, it’s ideal to take advantage
of natural lighting whenever possible. Open the blinds. If your classroom doesn’t have many windows,
bring your class outside to read, explore nature, or blow off steam.

6. Design within reach. When you’re deciding where to place materials, get down on your knees and take
the perspective of your students. If items are within reach, it promotes independence. It saves you time
too—kids who can reach the bin of puppets don’t need to ask for your help before they put on a show.

7. Offer seasonal specials. While preschoolers thrive on consistency, they’ll be equally excited when new
and novel things show up in their classrooms. You can set up temporary pop-up areas in the classroom
based on special interests. If your classroom is small, try changing just one area in your classroom on an
infrequent rotating basis.
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Orientation 1:

This training can be found online through IACCRRQ Training Central at www.iaccrr.org

Orientation 2:
October 10 12:30 PM-3:30 PM Washington Co.
October 29 5:30 PM-8:30 PM Dearborn Co.
November 1 5:00 PM-8:00 PM Jennings Co.
November 26 4:30 PM-T Y BMI Scott Co.
December 6 3:30 PM-6:30 PM Ripley Co.

December 18 5:00 pm-8:00 PM Jackson Co.

Safe Sleep:
October 3 6:30 PM-9:00 PM Harrison Co.
October 10 4:00 PM-6:30 PM Washington Co.
October 15 5:30 PM-8:00 PM Dearborn Co.

November 7 5:30 PM-8:00 PM Jennings Co.

November 28 6:30 PM-9:00 PM

November 29
December 6
December 17

December 19

Q PACT

5:00 PM-7:30 PM

6:00 PM-8:30 PM

5:30 PM-8:00 PM

6:30 PM-9:00 PM

Floyd Co.
Scott Co.
Jackson Co.
Ripley Co.

Clark Co.

This summer marks the 6" anniversary of Indiana’s smoke-free workplace law. The state law
prohibits smoking in most indoor workplaces and prohibits smoking within eight feet of work-

place entrances, but it doesn’t fully protect all Hoosiers.

Adopting a tobacco-free grounds policy is recommended for the health and safety of your
business and employees. Many schools and healthcare facilities have established smoke-free
and tobacco free grounds policies across Indiana and the United States.

For more information on how to establish your own, stronger, broader smoke-free workplace
policy, contact Rhonda Mills at 812-883-3318 or rhonda.mills@pactchangeslives.com.



mailto:rhonda.mills@pactchangeslives.com

SIEOC CCR&R Staff

Tamara Cunningham
Executive Director
sieoc@sieoc.org

Amy Matzet
Program Director
amatzet@sieoc.org

Amber Johnson
Outreach Specialist
ajohnson@sieoc.org

Bonnie Baldwin

Paths to QUALITY Master
Coach
bbaldwin@sieoc.org

Jessica Rainbolt
Inclusion Specialist
jrainbolt@sieoc.org

Susan Wilker

Professional Development
Coordinator
swilker@sieoc.org

Megan Broadus
Paths to QUALITY
Advancement Coach
mbroadus@sieoc.org

Bridget Diedrich
Paths to QUALITY Coach

bdiedrich@sieoc.org af d Sa-t)'@'d diatyi onal
1st TuResdawyrce Cent ours y appoint

Mary Ann Cannon Jackson County LearmiS!EOC
School-Age Specialist 323 DupoAseypomd wre, | 110 | mpoAAuirmg aSt |
mcannon@sieoc.org (5: 3068PM0 PM) (9:002AM0 PM)

AR R e | Resource Centeris

Paths to QUALITY Coach Sellersburg lvy Tech Southeastern IN available FREE of

mriley@sieoc.org
8204 HwASe3lkrsburg, 30

Meghan Riley 2nd We dnRessdoauyr ce Ce

SR 129, Bates charge!

Tina Howell
Infant -Toddler Specialist
thowell@sieoc.org
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Creative Play for I nfants, Todd]I m d
| |
i ¢
Why should we, as childcare providers, p g g eat |
the most i mportant types of activities f —— chi|
play children can express t-hleampiehgeandahil ;f\\‘ @gpl
Even in infancy, play promotes physical 2. nt
exploration and motor skills. Creative p f os:
ways of thinking and problem solving. Th - . ; Yy,
skills, explore their imagination and cr [ e — . an.
peopl e
Creative play is the business é&fmyyaueumngvéchiyl dmenpr e®me
young chil dr& nr,olwhienghetrrucdcks back and forth, painting
of fer multiple opportunities to | earn and practice n
is playing with you, whether he is watching your f ac:
him during his diaper change. He i s at wor k, l earni n
follow their | ead, read their signal s, l ook at the p
eds. Pl ay is practice for real | i
portunity to |l earn and practice ni
pressing themselves and working t|
por,plaay brings joy. And you, as tl
rt of that fun!
Tina Howe
= I nfant Toddl er

shutterstock

349318640



Inclusion Corner Jessica Vermillion , Inclusion Specialist
Did yoéd know
A cl as&raromangement has a major impact on how chilfdren
their early childhood years? And, challenging behaviof car
Ef fective room arrangement creates a natural traffilic p
be more independent, it provides areas for children tpo pl ¢
teachers proper supervision of ALL the children from any &
When setting your classroom or environment wup for sbcces
Does your classroom promote | earning?
Can you position yourself in any part the room and ee |
given?
I s there a cl ear pat lswapye rtsoo nwahl e rbee | tohneg icnhgisl dcraenn be stjor ed
Are all exits identified, easily accessible, and un¢lutt
I s there an area for the entire group to gather?
Are there areas for small groups of two to four chifldren
Are there areas for children to play alone if they hoos
Are noisy areas and quiet areas spaced as far apartjas p
Are -drikees cl ose together?
Are the |l earning centers of adequate size given thej] numb
Are the | earning centers stocked with the appropriate nu
the children?

I f your answer was yes to these questions then you hapje yc
overall c¢classroom environment | ooks and feels sets he s
and for you to feel comfortable teaching!

NEED HELP?! Contact an SI EOC coach and or specialist |t oda)

Ms. Ellen’s 3-year-old preschool classroom at
St. John’s Lutheran Child Care in Lanesville,
(Harrison Co.) needed some changes before
the new school year. With the help of Jess,
Inclusion Specialist, they created a
child-friendly environment that sets the stage
for fun, learning, and engagement!
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LEVEL ADVANCEMENTS

Congratulations to these ministry-based child care pro-
grams that received a ministry expansion grant from
Early Learning Indiana!! Funds will be used for physical,
epethdona,@ndprogram improvements that
#halblé prdgeams to join and advance along Paths to
QUALITENn' s Center

April Pa

el
ﬂ Immanuel Luthera% Child Care, Jackson Co.
3 Annalee McClintock

ﬂ] h Immanuel Lutheran Child Care Ministry, Jackson Co.

Tiny Treasures Daycare, Ceaevel
Buttons and Bows 1111, LLswaeBr
I ndi ana University Sout heewlt C
Laugh + Learn Childcare Levele
Il magi nati on Daycare & Prelseholo
Where Kids Count |1, Mar L eRedto
Barr el of Monkeys Childchaeeel S
Little Rascals ChildcareleRath

9 e nitfle AHRIS Bhfcdrs Rdkson Co.

I W%t,t S .
ﬁ St. John’s Day Care Ministry, Harrson Co.
Pentecost al Tabernacl el

JOYCE DOUGLAS

Little Angels Daycare Apostoli
De Best Kids | Childcarelel&NA

CoachQ corner Adding STEM into your Daily Classroom Activities!

Bonnie Baldwin, Paths to QUALITY Master Coach

In the 21* century science and technology innovations are changing daily. STEM— Science, Technology, Engineering and
Math—is gaining popularity in early childhood education. STEM allows young children to learn through play by experimenting,
being creative, and discovering new things. STEM can help children to gain knowledge in how to problem solve and create new
solutions to complete a task. Exposure to STEM activities will encourage children to take an interest in learning how things work,
increase their critical thinking and reasoning skills. It is shown that children who are exposed to STEM activities during the early
years will later find interest in STEM related careers. STEM activities show children how to make predictions by answering
questions—how and why. How does this work or why did it do that? The children can work together to share their discoveries
with one another, determine how an experiment works and what corrections will be needed for the next time.

In science children will focus on natural materials, animals, plants, explorations and magnetic play.

You can add real plants and animals for the children to observe, explore and make predictions. You can add natural ma-
terials such as leaves, rocks, seashells, pine cones for them to manipulate and explore.

In technology the focus is on using computers, simple machines such as levers, inclines, pulleys, and wedge.

You can add a variety of tools for them to use when observing and exploring such as magnifying glasses, goggles, plastic
tweezers and paper and writing tools. Provide a tape/CD player for the children to listen to books on tape.

***When planning technology activities for the classroom it is important to remember there should be a purpose for the
technology usage and technology should be used only for educational purposes and be age appropriate.

Engineering allows children to build and design structures with a variety of materials.

The block center is a great place to add materials to enhance structural play. There are so many different types of blocks
such as soft, hard, different shapes and sizes, and connecting blocks. It is important to add other items as well such as tape,
paper, pencils, paper towel rolls, and empty food containers. By providing a variety of materials
the children will be able to step out of the normal block building and use their imagination to
create amazing structures.

Adding math experiences to the classroom will encourage children to develop skills in counting,

sorting, matching and patterning.

Math can be added to all learning centers in the classroom!
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